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The descendants of Solomon find themselves enslaved in Babylon. They once
had the palace and the temple and slaves and the thriving economy and the
massive military.

And then, exile.

They used to be on top.

They used to have the power.

They used to rule.

But then, nothing.

They blew it.

They had wealth and influence and peace and blessing, but they lost it. They
forgot their God, they neglected the widow and the orphan and the refugee,
and everything fell apart.

In exile, they turned their pain into poetry.

“By the rivers of Babylon we sat and wept when we remembered [Jerusalem].
There on the poplars we hung our harps, ... our tormentors demanded songs
of joy: ... How can we sing ... while in a foreign land?”"

They hang up their harps.

Harps were played in the temple area when worshipers came to Jerusalem to

honor God and give offerings. The harp was an instrument of joy and celebra-
tion. People played the harp because they had reason to praise God.
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If God freed our people once before, couldn’'t God do it again?
And so it’s here,

in exile by the river,

amid the tears of despair,

that God’s people begin to dream again.

Their repentance gives them hope to see a future beyond the bitterness of all
they have lost.

Maybe those harps don’t have to hang there forever.

Because it's when we're fully present in our pain,

when we're willing to sit in our tears,

that we're ready to imagine a different kind of tomorrow.

Take away the comforts of the kingdom, deprive a person of the structures

and institutions of empire, and they just might find the spine to envision a new
tomorrow. Push a person to the limits of suffering, and they just might become
a revolutionary.

And that is what happened in exile.

Prophets rose up in the midst of all of the despair and hanging of harps and
proclaimed not the end but the beginning of something new.

On the heels of colossal failure, the Jewish prophets imagined the greatest
picture of hope and the future anybody’s ever thought of anywhere.
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Something new for them,
something new for all of humanity,
something new for all of creation.

The prophets of Israel came to the realization that what they needed was
another exodus.

A new exodus.
A second exodus.

The prophet Isaiah said that in this new exodus they would “soar on wings like
eagles.”

And of course “wings of eagles” is how God described the first exodus. And
Isaiah says it's going to happen again: the Lord will reach out his hand a second
time to reclaim the remnant of his people

from Assyria,

from Egypt,

from Cush,

from Elam,

from Babylonia,

from Hamath,

and from the islands of the sea.?
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CHAPTER TWO
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one that would be the way home,
one that would rescue them from every form of oppression,

they came to the realization that their exile was the consequence of their na-
tion's infidelity.

Moses had said that if Israel obeyed God, they would be blessed and would
prosper in the land. But if they didn’t obey, the consequences would come in
the form of an invading army. Babylon, they concluded, was the ultimate curse
that Moses had spoken of. By being in exile in a foreign land, they were paying
the price for the sins of their people.!

This realization brought them great hope.

They concluded that if there was a penalty for failing to be a kingdom of priests
and a holy nation, and they were paying that penalty with their suffering in
Babylon, then at some point they would be done paying the penalty.

The suffering would have to come to an end.

They would have done their time and the debt would be paid.

At some point they would be able to say, “It is finished.”®

Isaiah spoke of their hope this way: “Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and pro-
claim to her that her hard service has been completed, that her sin has been
paid for."1®

By the rivers of Babylon, the prophets began to reimagine grace. They started
to see what it would look like for Israel’'s debt of sins to be paid. And what they

060



9>7FJ;HIME

iWm mWi W h[YedY_b_d] ThWY[ ie X_]" ie kd_I[hiWb" jAW]
X[_d]i _dje W XhWdZ d[m mWo \eh jA[ Z_|_d[ WdZ j*[ ~kcW

8kj jA[ fhef~r[ji Z_ZdEj ijef j~[h[$

2\ I_dW_ mWi ikffei[Z je "WI[ X[[d W iehj e\ ¢cWhh_W][" W
meha ekj" jA[d jA[h[ mekbZ d[[Z je X[ iec[ iehj e\ d[m cWht
Z_|_d[ Wdz j~r[ "kcWd$

7 d[m cWhh_W][" m”*_Y” mekbZ WYjkWbbo X[ W h[cWhh_W
\[bb ie \Wh i*ehj e\ m"Wj =eZ "WZ dc_dzZ$

JA[ fhefr[j >ei[W kdZ[hijeeZ Wbb e\ j~_i ~_ijeho" _di_ij_d]
je Wbbkh[ "[hC WdZ £b[WZ ~[h _dje j~[ m_bZ[hd[ii WdZ if

S>[Ei j{bb_d] j~[ [n_b[i j*Wj =eZ _i Je_d] je cWhho ?2ihW[b \
2iW_WA fkji _j b_a[ j"_iGSACRRM A bkXWWEbSoek XWYa$C

7dz j*[d _d Wdejr[h fbWY[" 2iW_W" iWoi" £7i W Xh_Z[]he
ie m_bb oekh =eZ h['€_Y[ el[h oek$C

MA YA jWali ki XWYa je I_dW_" X[YWKi[ j~[ m[ZZ_d] Y[dj[F
[dWdj" W mWo \eh =Zf@[dj2 jA[BW][ je [WY" ejr[h$ 7dZ j~[
Yel[dWdj h[I[Wb[Z ~erm[&tBWY Wikjhkbo X[$

le mA[d jA[ fhefA[ji ifea[ e\ j~_i h[cWhh_W][" j*[o _di_ij[Z |
\kdZWc[djWb _d[efbmWMoW|[Z je =eZ mekbZ "WI[ je Y Wd]]

JAl fhefAr[j @[h[c_WA f_Ya[Z kf ed j»_i" fhec_i_d] j"W| & ]
Yel[dWdj ? ¢cWZ[ m_j» j~[_h WdY[ijehi m~[d ? jeea j*[c Xo
ir[c ekj e\ ;]Fj$C



JAL\_hij Yel[dWdj" jA[ ed[ Wj | _dW_" mWi j[hh_\o_d]$ ?j _
iceal WdZ jAkdZ[hf[eW4[j\WV_Z" ECei[i" oek if[Wa je ki" X[
=eZ if[Wai je ki" m[ m_bb Z _[$C

@[h[c_W» _di_ij[Z j*W]j j*[ d[m cWhh_W][ m_bb X[ jejWbbo
il jhkj~ £ _d jA[_h c¢_dzi WwdzZ mh(j[ _j ed j*[_h ~"[Whji$C

De ceh[ \[Wh"

de ceh[ j[hheh"

de ceh[ j*kdZ[h$

J"Wj mWi j~] ebZ mWo"

i~[ \ehc[h j~_d]"

i*L\_hij Yel[dWdj$

JAWj mWi Wbb fWhj e\ jA[ \_hij cWhh_W][ j*Wj Z_ZdEj bWi
8kj _d jr[ d[m [nezki" jA[ ed[ _d m~_YA” [I[hoj~r_d] m_bb X[
X[\eh[" jA[ jhkj®» m_bb X[ ie Zf[edo[BV Y[edi¥iekid[ii j*Wj j»
m_bb dWjkhWbbo Ze jA[ h_]"j j~_d]$

D[m [neZkeéfb["

h[cWhh_[Z je =eZ"

b[wWIl_d] [n_b["

ANWZ[Z "ec[$

&, (



9>7FJ;HIME

Home to Jerusalem.

Which raised a few concerns for the prophets.

They understood the danger of returning and rebuilding Jerusalem just like it
was before, a political nation-state with armies and palaces and slaves and a
temple just like the previous regime. That wouldn't be a “hew thing.”

That's always the danger, isn't it?

That we'll be broken,

our empires will collapse,

we'll cry out for help,

and when that help comes,

when we get back on our feet,

when there’'s money in our account again,

and things are back to how they were,

the danger is that once we get it back -

whatever “it" is—

we'll forget what just happened.

And so the way, the prophets insisted, would lead back to some sort of d [ m

Jerusalem.
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=eZ £m_bb Yh[Wj[ d[m A[WI[d} WdZ W d[m [Whjr$C
>[WI[di WdZ [WhjAr5 JAWJEi jA] bWd]kW][ e\ =[d[i_i$

=eZ _ile_d]je Ze j*Wj W]W_d5

8h_d] ehZ[hjeky™Wei" jA] Y Wei j*Wj m[ adem j~[ mehbZ je
7 d[m A[WI[d WdZ W d[m [Whj"5

?2iW_W~2 Yedj_dk[i" £J" meb\ WdZ j*[’bWcX m_bb \[[Z je]]
=[d[hWbbo" jA[ meb\ [Wji j*[ bWcX$ JAWJEi "em dWjkh[ me
2iIW_W~HA _cW] _d[i mekbZ iec[?em _dlebl[ [I[hoj”~_d] h[bW]j_
_d W dm mWo$ ?dij[WZ e\ ed[ [Wj_d] j*[ ej*[h" j~[o m_bb
?2IW_WA?Ei fh[Z_Yj_edi iekdZ b_a[ W h[jkhd je ;Z[d" o[] ;Z[¢
jhwWdilehc[Z$ ?2iW_W~" [I[d ki[i jJA] mehZ" iWo_d] j*"W] =eZ /

b_a[ ;2[d$C

JAL \ehcl[h j»_d]i Z_ZdEj meha$ 8kj jA[ d[m j~_d]5#J~[ d[m |
[dj$ 8 ]][h" m_Z[h" kbj_cWj[$

=eZ _ile_d] je b[WZ Wbb e\ Yh[Wj_ed ekj e\ jA[ ;]ofji e\ Z
_eb[dY][5

;1[hoj~_d]5
<eh jA] fhef”[ji _d [n_b[" de | _i_ed mWi jee bWh][" de Zh]\

jee X[oedZ m~A"Wj mekbz "Wff[d _d j~[ d[m [neZki$
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7 cel[c[dj X_]1[h j*Wd Wdo ed[ dWj_ed" X_]][h j*Wd Wdo e
X_11[h j*"Wd Wdo edWhhbe med Y~ hwW _i[i j~[ gk[ij_ed" M~ e

JA \_hij [neZki mWi b[Z Xo Cei[i" m~e ifea[ je j*[c WXeKkj
Whie ifea[ je j*[c WXekj jA[_h \kjkh[$ >[ jebZ jr[c#j"[0 mek
dio _d jA[ m_bZ[hd[ii" Xkj iec[ZWo jA[o mekbZ Whh_I[ _d j
j"[o mekbZ X[Yec[ fem[h\kb WdZ jA[d j~[o mekbZ \eh][] =e:
i"[ fbej WdZ ik\\[h jA[ Ykhi[ e\ Yedi[gk[dY[i" WdZ [I[djkWbt
jM[ci[bl[i _d [n_b[" WdZ W\j[h j*Wj [n_b[" W\j[h jA[ fh_Y][ "
Cei[i fhec_i[Z j*[c j*\WWkp ¢khB=eZ m_bb hW_i[ kf \eh oek W
b_a[ c[ \hec Wceld] oek$C

7dej”"[h b[WZ[h" b_a[ Cei[i$

8kj j~[ fhef~r[ji Zz_zdEj ijef jA[h[$ 7i j*[o Yedj_dk[Z je h[\b]
j"[o h[Wb_p[Z j*Wj jA[_h h[Wb d[[Z mWIidEj \eh Wdej~[h Ce
d[[Z[Z mekbZ "WI[ iec[j~_d] je Ze m_j" lebeced$

8[YWKki[ "[Ei m~A[h[ _j Wbb m[dj mhed]$ JAWj ied e\ :WI_2Z .
fhef[hbo$ ?dij[WZ e\ ki_d] _j je Xb[ii WdZ [cfem[h j~[ feeh
AL ki[z ~_i fem[h je[&fd[hYfje \ehY[Z bWXeh je Xk_bZ "~_i [
X_11Ih$

7dZ ie Y[djhWb je jA[ I_i_ed e\ jA[ \kjkh[" WdZ j~[ _Z[dj_jo
e\ jAl d[m [neZki" mWi j*Wj j~_i b[WZ[h mekbZ X[ W ied e\
e\ :WI_Z m”*e ki[Z fem[h fkh[bo WdZ fhef[hbo$

De | _eb[dY[$

De Whci Z[Wb_d]$

De fWbWY[#Xk_bZ_d] m_j» ibWI[i$
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2iIW_WA YWbbi A~ ¢ W £Fh_dY[ e\ FIWY[C WdZ fh[Z_Yji j"\
i"hedskfrebz d] _j m_j~ “KigkW[i MG Aeth[[fh$C

2iW_WA Yedd[Yji j~_i Yec_d] iWl_eh m_j» j~[ \W_b[Z [cf_h
gk[[d e\ I"N[XW AWZ Ki[Z jA[i[ [NWY]j mehEekaE KRG Y[ WdZ t
Ah [nfbWdWj_ed e\ m”2o lebeced "WZ X[[d ]_I[d ie ckY" m

?j _iekje\jr i [nf[Y]W]j_ed" WXekj W b[WZ[h m~e mekbZ
i"Wj W fWhj_YkbWh mehZ Whei[ je Z[iYh_X[ jA~_i Yec_d] e
Ai[hIWdj$C

JA_i mWi W hWZ_YWhb fh{c_i[$ 7 fem[h\kb b[WZ[h WdZ hkb
AilhIWdjC5

2iW_WA iW_Z jAW] AEZ AWI[ jAT If_h_j e\ =eZ ed ~_¢c WdZ
dimi je j°~[ féeh$C

E\ Yekhi[" X[YWKi[ j*WJEi mAWj W i[hlIWd] mekbZ Ze"

ed[ m~e ki[Z fem[h fkh[bo WdZ fhef[hbo"

j"Wj a_dzZ e\ i[hIWd] mekbZ ~[bf j~] feeh$

?2iIW_WA" h[YehZi =eZ iWo_d]" £I[[" coi[hIWd] m_bb WYj m
EdY[ WIJW _d" dej_Y[ j~[ Yedd[Y]j_ ed je lebeced$ J”[ ijeho
m_j~ A i X[_d] 1_1[d m Tznet_pe hkbWXki[Z Wi ~_i "[Whj mW
WijhWo WdZ [ mWi kd\W _j*\kb je =eZ$ 8kj j~_i i[hIWdj" j’
dim [neZki" A£m_bb WYj m_i[bo$C J*[ fhef ][] @[h[c_W" [Y"

Al m_bb £Ze mAWj _i “kij WaZ7HZ]{M[dd@ M [cWWZSEZZi" A:
m_bb d[I[h \W_b je "WI[ W cWd je i_j ed j*[ [*hed[ e\ jA[ »



MAro Zel[i [ iWo" ABewt|\\& nb Clsb

WI_Z N _ci[b\ mWi jebZ iec[j*_d] i_c_bWh ckY” [Whb_[hO /
oekh a_d]Zec m firdbefdZ[RBh[ c[1 oekh j~hed[ m_bb X[ [ijWX
forever. ¢ 7dZ j~[d ;p[a_[b YbW_c[Z j*W|j =eZ "WZ fh[Z_Yj[Z"
m_bb X[ jA[_fdredd$@ Y[

JA fhefAr[ji ijWhj[Z m_j» jA[ Wii[hj_ed j*Wj Wdej~[h ied e\
ed[ m*e mekbzZ ki[ fem[h fkh[{bo WdZ b[WZ W d[m [neZki" >
AWIEf[d[Z _d jr[_h fh[Z_Yj_edi$

JA[o 1Th[m$
JA[o [dbWh][Z WdZ [nfwdZ[Z$

MAW] ijWhj[Z Wi fh[Z_Yj_edi WXekj Wd [Whj~*bo thkb[h [nfb
j_ed e\ W Z | _d[bo i[dj i[hIWd] m"e mekbZ _d iec[ fem[h\k
\eh[I[h$

JN_i A\eh[I[hC Z_c[di_ed je jA[ b[WZ[h e\ jA[ d[m [neZki m
je jA[c$ IN[h[ m[h[ jhWYTi e\ jA_i _d j*A[_h ijeho$ ?2d j*[ Xec
Wdz ;I[ m[h[ fhec_i[Z j*W]j ed][ mWi ]Je_d] je Yec[ m”e mekl
edY[ WdZ \eh Wbb$ J~[ i[hf[d]j m”~e b_[Z WXekj j*[ Yedi[gk
\hk_j mWi jebZ j*Wj W Y~_bZ mWi Yec_d] Wd:Z[#E£"d m_bb Y
i"[ D7 e\ jN[idfb[ _d [n_b[ Xo jA[ h_I[h mWi Wd Wdj_Y_fWj,
Ai[hf[dj Yhki*"[hC m”~e mekbZ b_X[hW]j[ Wbb e\ "kcWd_jo$

8kj 2ihW[bEi \W_b[Z cWhh_W][ je =eZ "WZ d[I[h fheZkY][Z
7dZ ie m~[d ?2IW_W" iWoi" £I1_d]" XWhh[d mecWd" oek m”*

Xkhij _dje ied]" i“ekj \eh "e0o" oek m”e m[h[ d[I[h _d bWXe
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Yec_d] YA_bz" ed[ m~e m_bb X[ jA[ h[ikbj e\ jA[ kd_ed X[jn
A AkeWd$

?2iW_WA _idEj “kij jWba_d] WXekj W XWXo X[_d] Xehd$ >[I
c_ii_d]" W XWhh[dd[ii _d jA] mecX e\ "kcWd_jo$ J*[ fhec_|
X[YWKki[ \hec jA[ X[]_dd_d]" \hec jA[ \_hij cec[dji#m~[d ekh
jehi X[]Wd bed]_d] \eh W mWo ekj e\ j~_i c[ii m[Eh[ _d" j»
WhekdZ j~[ X_hj” e\ ed[ m"e mekbZ Yhki® [I_b \eh[I[h$
>[h["

Xo jA[ h_I[h"

_d [n_bf["

Wbb e\ jA[I[ [nf[YjW]j_edi X[]Wd je YeWb[iY[ _dje ed[ f[hie
W i[hlwdj"

W fhef”r[j b_a[ Ceili"

W fh_dY[ e\ f[WY["

W mWo ekj e\ [n_b[$

MAW) X[IWd Wi ~ef[ \eh W @[m_iffedpbW d[fZ\ed] @& [dn[néZki
\hec [n_b[ _d 8WXobed [lebl[Z el[h j_c[ _dje jA[ [nf[YjW]_¢
mekbZ X[ \eh [I[[hoXeZo$

MAWJ] ijWhj[Z Wi W fhec_i[ e\ "ef[ \ehflefYLiYKPWhHh Jhek

fWhj_YkbWh h_I[h jkhd[Z _dje W kd_I[hiWb ~ef[ \eh Wbb e
jrlo \_dZ jA[ci[bl[i X[i_Z[$



7dZ j~_i _i “em jA[ >[Xh[m IYh_fjkh[i" Wbie YWbb[Z j~[ Eb]
M_j®» Wbb e\ jA[i[ ikif[dZ[Z fhec i[i"

"wd]_d] jr[h["

kd\kb\_bb[Z"

kdZed["

mw_j_d]$

7 lhekffgafb[ Xo W h_I[h m~e "WI[ beij _j Wbb" Wia_d] j*[
MAWj \ m[ "WZ _j Wbb XWYa5

MAW] \ m[ YekbZ Ze _j W]W _d5

MAW] mekbZ m[ Ze Z _\\[h[djbo5

MAWj \ W YA _bZ mWi Xehd Wdz W ied ]_I[d5

MAW] _\ :WIWZ ejWdEd5

&-(






